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A B O U T  D E R M A P O L I E S I S :

A number  o f  in f luences  and  ide o log ies  have  ins p i r e d  M at te o  C ib i c ’s  p ro je c t,  i n te r l ac ing 
a  mu l t i tude  o f  va luab le  r e fe r ences  to  a r r i ve  a t  a  ve r y  pe r s ona l  na r r a t i ve .  T he  p ione e r ing 
and  obs es s ive  r es ea rch  o f  natu r a l i s t  E rns t  H ae cke l,  who des c r ibe d  and  name d a  number 
o f  ances t r a l  mic roorgan is ms .  Ca r l  L innaeus,  the  found ing  metho d of  the  phys i c i s t  and 
zoo log is t ,  cons ide r e d  the  fa the r  o f  taxonomy.  Lu ig i  Se r a f in i ,  the  v i s iona r y  and  a r t i s t ,  who 
d r ew and  wrote  the  enc yc lope d ia  o f  an  imag ina r y  wor l d  in  an  inde c iphe r ab le  l anguage. 
A l l  p rov ide  a  s to r y  o f  pos s ib l e  an ima l  and  p l ant  evo lu t ions  cont ro l l e d  by  the  ges tu r es 
o f  hypothet i ca l  and  mys te r ious  a r t i f i c i a l  i n te l l igences .  I t  i s  i nde e d  the  ques t ion  o f  the 
moment :  w i l l  t he  “ robot i c ”  in te l l igences  that  we  have  be en  nur tu r ing  fo r  yea r s  make  us 
obs o le te?  E s pe c ia l l y  now that  we have  b rought  them to  degr e es  o f  cons c ious nes s  that  a r e 
in  many  cas es  super io r  to  our s .  W i l l  the r e  s t i l l  be  a  ne e d  fo r  us  on  th i s  p l anet,  wh ich  we 
a r e  pe r s i s tent l y  f i l l i ng  w i th  a r t i f i c i a l  i n te l l igences?  W i l l  they  — a long  w i th  a l l  t he  data 
and  in fo rmat ion  we have  fe d  them — be  a t  our  s e r v i ce,  o r  w i l l  we  be  a t  the i r s?  W i l l  they 
embr ace  the  anth ropocent r i c  v i s ion  that  we  have  defende d tooth  and  na i l  fo r  centur ies,  o r 
tos s  i t  a l l  away,  supe rs e d ing  the i r  “c r eato r s” ?  Ce r ta in l y,  a r t i f i c i a l  i n te l l igence  in  the  work 
o f  M at te o  C ib i c ’s  exh ib i t ion-  exper iment  l ooks  on l y  min ima l l y  a t  man,  a iming  ins tea d  a t  the 
c r eat ion  o f  a  un ive r s e  inhab i te d  by  not- ent i r e l y  in te l l ig ib l e  f igur es  that  do  not  r es emb le 
us .  T hes e  p ro duce d  mate r ia l s  a r e  fas c inat ing  but  not  ne ces s a r i l y  a t t r ibutab le  to  a  us e fu l 
human func t ion .  T he  na r r a t ion  deve lops  a long  s eve r a l  l eve l s :  f rom t wo - d imens iona l  paper 
to  the  d ig i ta l ,  f rom the  hybr id  th r e e - d imens iona l i t y  o f  mate r ia l s  — ce r amic s,  g l as s,  fu r, 
tex t i l es  — to  the  pungent  vo l a t i l i t y  o f  o dours,  towar ds  the  un l i ke l y  “c r eatu r es”  o f  the 
fu tu r e .  T he i r  s ke l e tons  a r e  mutat ions  o f  l i v ing  fo rms  onto  wh ich  a  new,  o rgan ica l l y  d ig i ta l 
s to r y  w i th  unpr e d ic tab le  outcomes  i s  g r a f te d . 

A B O U T  M AT T E O :

M at te o  C ib i c  i s  a  young I ta l i an  des igne r  and  c r eat i ve  d i r e c to r.  B e long ing  to  a  fami l y  w i th 
s t rong  des ign  t r a d i t ions  (g r ands on  o f  the  p ro l i f i c  A l do  C ib i c),  C ib i c ’s  work  i s  d r i ven  by 
an  exper imenta l  approach,  i nco rpor at ing  va r ie d  mate r ia l s  and  p ro duc t ion  te chn iques  as 
we l l  a s  work ing  w i th  l oca l  a r t i s ans .  A s  a  r esu l t ,  h i s  p ie ces  o f ten  have  hybr id  func t ions 
and  inc lude  anth ropomorph ic  e l ements .  W ide l y  ce l eb r ate d,  h i s  work  has  be en  inc lude d  in 
s eve r a l  tempor a r y  and  pe rmanent  exh ib i t ions  wor l dwide  a t  i ns t i tu t ions  such  as  the  Cent r e 
Pompidou  in  Pa r i s ,  the  Shangha i  G l as s  M us eum,  and  the  Tr ienna le  D es ign  M us eum,  Mi l an 
to  name a  few.
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